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It has been a busy first quarter of 2011, where has the time gone? 
 
TREW continues to flourish and thrive with the addition of a new Committee 
Member to our number and our ever expanding network continues to grow.  
We would like to take a moment to welcome Sammi Whitehead to our  
Committee.  Sammi was very active during the Black Saturday Bushfires and 
we look forward to working with her.  
 
Earlier this year when the tragic floods stopped the nation, TREW combined 
forces with Project Hope Horse Welfare to assist equines and their owners, 
many who lost not only their pastures and/or feed supplies, but their homes as 
well.  The resulting Hay Donation Scheme was hailed as a success with in  
excess of 400 equines provided for.  This project could not have been possible 
without the efforts of everyone involved from the manual labour provided to 
load the trucks, to administration and communications support.   
 
Reports of animals suspected of neglect are continue to flow in.  These are 
varied and diverse.  Many times the owner simply requires some basic care 
advice in regards to feeding and nutrition.  In cases where serious neglect is 
taking place TREW will, and does, lodge reports to the RSPCA.  This also  
enables the initial reporter to remain anonymous as fear of retribution from  
becoming involved often holds neighbours or concerned parties back from  
reporting neglect or mistreatment when it is witnessed. 
 
Without the support of our dedicated Committee, Member and Sponsors the 
work achieved in the name of TREW would not be possible.  This year already 
promises to be a big one with a bright outlook for TREW.   

Respect 

Advocacy 

Justice  

Compassion 

All Donations over $2.00 

are tax deductible.  

 

Triple R Equine Welfare Inc.  

Bendigo Bank  

BSB 633000  

Account No. 130571482   

From the Committee 
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Welcome to the latest edition of the TREW newsletter. 

We hope you find this newsletter both informative and 

enjoyable. As always, we welcome your feedback for 

future editions. 

 

Apologies for the Late Newsletter 

We would like to apologise for the delay in releasing this 

newsletter.  TREW has been active in both the QLD and 

Victorian Flood Relief Efforts.   

 

Welcome 

Sammi Whitehead joins us with great enthusiasm on the 

committee.  Already she had organised a fundraiser for 

TREW with the support of Merriang Riding Club.  

Welcome to the TREW Committee Sammi! 

 

 

Horse Reports and 

Assistance 
 

 

Malnourished Pony 

A report was made regarding a pony near Bendigo.  

Contact has been made with the owner and pony is 

being monitored for any changes. 

 

Cranbourne 

Our involvement with the horses and ponies in 

Cranbourne has come to a close.  The owner of these 

equines has sadly passed away and custody of these 

animals has been given to another agency. 

 

From the Committee… continued  

Welsh Ponies 

We were contacted by a concerned friend about a young 

woman stranded by flood water in Kerang with a number of 

welsh ponies.  A load of hay was donated to via the Hay 

Donation Scheme to the ponies and their owner. 

 

Buddy 

TREW was alerted to this geldings situation and after 

discussion with his owner, Buddy was surrendered into our 

care late last year.  His story is on Page 4 of this newsletter. 

 

Bam 

This gorgeous thoroughbred gelding was rehomed within a 

matter of weeks.  TREW accepted  this youngster as he had 

no where else to go. 

 

Standardbred Mares 

 A property with several Standardbred mares in less than 

perfect condition was reported to TREW.  Two of our 

representatives inspected the horses and have lodged the 

case with the RSPCA.  TREW continues to monitor the 

situation.  

 

Flooded Paddock 

A passer by reposted a paddock containing half a dozen 

horses standing up to their knees in mud and water near 

Werribee.  They had been sighted there for at least two days.   

When a TREW representative visited the paddock it was 

empty but 6 horses matching the description were in the next 

paddock.  It was later confirmed that the horses were all 

moved to higher ground and all were in good condition. 
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Gladys continues to blossom as her confidence and trust strengthens by the day. 
Although she has now long been enjoying receiving scratches and cuddles, she seemed 
to find a new level a few months ago, when she realised if she follows closely behind me 
as I walk away, I will be sucked in by those deep dark eyes, and provide more scratches! 
 
As with many areas in Victoria, we have been experiencing some amazing rainfall this 
year, and it is still continuing into early summer. Gladys isn‟t one for taking shelter in the 
rain, and can be seen continuing to graze beside my pony, Pepper, while the two of them 
get drenched. Mostly, the temperature has been warm enough for this not to be a 
problem, and I watch as heavy steam rises off their warm backs. However, on a few 
occasions the rain has been accompanied by a temperature drop, and it was clear that 
having lost all her winter coat, Gladys was in need of a rain sheet. Thanks to a recent 
generous donation of new rugs, we had one that seemed to be a good fit. Despite an 
initial wariness and a number of backwards steps as I first approached with the rug, I‟m 
please to say she required very little desensitization, and is now very accepting of having 
it fitted and removed. 

 
Gladys‟ hooves continue to throw up some issues. The near fore, where 
she suffered two abscesses in quick succession back in July/August, have 
now grown halfway down the hoof leaving narrow gaps around 5-7cm in 
length. These have left a cavity inside the hoof wall, above which seems 
to be growing back just fine, but the concern in the wet, humid weather is, 
of course, seedy toe bacteria. Currently, I am treating this daily and 
providing very regular trims. On the plus side, the extra practice of having 
her hooves picked up so often has been doing wonders! 
 

 

 

Update 

Gladys is now available for adoption.  This mare would be ideally 
suited to a home where she can be a paddock companion. She is 
not suitable as a riding prospect due to her previous injuries.  
Gladys adores attention and will require a handler with some 
experience as she is still a little green. 
 
If you require more information about TREW‟s adoption 
guidelines, lease agreements or want to know more about 
Gladys, please direct enquiries to 
equines@triplerequinewelfare.org.au 

TREW Gladys — Available for Adoption 

Article by Tanya Meldrum 

TREW received a very generous donation from Thomas 
Cook Co. of 50 rugs.  They are all brand new, varying in 
size from small pony to 6‟3”.   
 
They contain a mixture of winter canvas and synthetic, 
standard neck and combos, rain sheets, mesh rugs, cot-
tons, mesh ear hoods and a saddle blanket. 
 

Donated rugs for the larger horses 

TREW recently received a second rug donation.  This one came from a lovely lady out in Narre Warren.  The rugs she 
donated are all in near new condition.  These rugs are all over 6 foot in length.  We are very grateful for the support we 
receive from the community.  

Rug Donation from Thomas Cook Co.  
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I was contacted by Buddy‟s owner who had nowhere else to turn. I went and met with 
Buddy and his owner to see if there was any way we could help. Buddy has a very soft 
nature and is extremely affectionate. When I first met Buddy he seemed fine. Walking 
without issue.  He was a little light on for my liking but by no means was he 
undernourished. 
 
I was informed at this point that there was no more money left in the kitty for further vet 
bills and either Buddy got a second chance with us or he was to be PTS. I felt that the big 
fella deserved another chance. 
 
Buddy was bought home and rested for a few weeks. No apparent problems during this 
stage. The farrier was called in to address the “thin hoof wall” issue but no issue was 
apparent.. 
 
Buddy spent another few week resting and getting to know the other horses on the 
property. He has been on a shark cartilage supplement as well as “hoof factor”. During this 
time Buddy did pull up sore on a couple of occasions but it did not seem too serious. 
 

I was in contact with Alison Warham, an Equine Myofunctional Therapist,  
who agreed to treat Buddy. Alison‟s first consultation was to be last Sunday. 
 
During the last days of that week Buddy became very sore and his lameness 
did not subside. When Alison arrived on Sunday and saw that Buddy had not 
improved she decided that it was in Buddy‟s best interest to forego the 
scheduled treatment until the lameness had ceased. Alison has 
recommended x-rays be done and has also given me some contacts for 
people who may be of great assistance to Buddy. 
 

16 December, 2010 

 
An appointment was made and Buddy had his big day at the vets. There is good news and bad news. 
 
Primarily Buddy suffers from years of incorrect hoof trimming/shoeing. The initial examination was simply a physical 
assessment. Buddy indicated soreness in both front legs. The left was far more painful that the right and confirmed the 
need for the consult. It was difficult to locate the source of the problem so step two was implemented. Step two 
involved the use of nerve blockers. Nerve blocker are use to isolate different sections of the body. By isolating 
individual sections of the body it allows the vet to pin-point the problem areas. This saves on both x-rays and guess 
work. As both of Buddy‟s front hooves were treated with the use of the nerve blockers it was quickly identified that the 
hooves were the location of Buddy‟s lameness. It‟s now time for x-rays. At the point I was kicked out for a little while. 
 
After the completion of the x-rays I was invited into the consult room for an explanation of what was discovered. During 
this time Buddy was being treated to a little snack and grooming session by his own personal stable-hand. Not bad 

huh! 
 
A number of problems were uncovered. As you read on things may 
sound worse than they actually are. 
- Due to constant incorrect trimming, both of Buddy‟s Pedal bones are 
at an incorrect angle to the sole of the hoof. This causes all of the lower 
leg bones to sit at a lower angle placing quite a bit of stain on the 
tendons of the lower leg, too much toe on the hoof, a rearward tilt on 
the pedal bone and way too much sole on the hoof (up to 2cm thick in 
some places). 
- Slight (but visible) Navicular Disease. 
- Underdeveloped pedal bones (Common in racehorses. Generally due 
to a very young start without the opportunity to fully develop). 
- Starting to develop Arthritis (Which is also common for a horse of his 
age). At this point this is of no concern.  

Introducing TREW Buddy — In Care 

Continued on Page 5 
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So where does this leave Buddy? 
If Buddy is subject to “corrective shoeing” this will decrease his toes and 
sole thickness, level his pedal bones, lift his heels and in turn hopefully 
straighten his lower leg bone structure relieving pressure off his tendons 
and minimizing the effects of the Navicular disease issue. All this 
sounds a lot more complicated that it actually is. 
 
Now for the bad part. 
Due to the time period that Buddy has suffered from these undetected 
issues corrective shoeing may not resolve all or any of his issues. He 
will require close monitoring and treatment for at least two months. Then 
more x-rays will be required to determine whether or not the treatment is 
being successful. Buddy will be experiencing some pain and discomfort 
during this period but this will be minimized but use of “bute”. 

 

January 2011 

 
Buddy is now coming up to the one month mark of corrective shoeing.  He is wearing 
specially designed shoes that are taken in at the toe, and styled to support the back of 
the hooves as they grow.  Buddy is showing a marked improvement in his movement 
and was spotted going for a casual trot across the paddock just last weekend.  He will 
undergo an assessment at the close of the initial 2 months of corrective shoeing to 
determine if his hooves have improved.   
 

February and March 2011 

 
Buddy was extremely lame the week prior to the farrier's visit, so the 6 weeks between trims, as recommended by the 
farrier, was way too long. The farrier was only able to trim Buddy's front left and put the shoe back on.  Buddy couldn‟t 
bear weight on his left leg for very long, so the farrier could only manage to remove Buddy right shoe which took a lot of 
effort and caused great discomfort to Buddy.  So his right hoof had to be left untrimmed. Things weren‟t looking too 
good.  The farrier recommended injecting his coffin joint to relieve the pain but this only masks a problem and is not a 
long term solution.   
 
A few days after Buddy‟s trim he was moving better and he could put all his weight on his left side for a short duration.  
He was still very lame but as his condition had improved from removing some of his toe it seemed likely that the main 
issue was still the shape/balance of his hooves.  So what to do? We needed someone who had more specialist 
knowledge.  And by chance we‟ve found him.  We met Dean during the recent Flood relief.  Dean is an equine 
podiatrist and specialises in treating laminitis and navicular using natural remedies and acupuncture. 
 
Dean and his wife Amanda made the long journey from their home in the Kinglake area to visit Buddy.  Dean‟s 
assessment was that Buddy was suffering from a number of problems but his main one being navicular syndrome 
which should be improved with more intense trimming to bring his hooves back to a correct shape. Buddy‟s remaining 
shoe was taken off, his right side was trimmed and some more toe was taken off his left hoof.   
 
Buddy‟s problems will not be a quick fix.  Dean and Amanda have very kindly offered to assist Buddy and care for him 
at their property to enable them to administer more regular treatment, so the following week Buddy was floated up to 
Kinglake.  After a few weeks Buddy condition has improved.  He is still sore but more content, willing to move and put 
weight on his left side.   Dean also believes Buddy has arthritis as his movement can start off a bit stiff but then he 
loosens up (the older human generation can easily relate to this). Amanda, an equine herbal specialist, is giving Buddy 
a full herbal treatment to improve his circulation.  Buddy could not be in more capable and caring hands.  
 
TREW is deeply appreciative of Dean and Amanda‟s time and effort.  They are true horse lovers and committed to 
improving the welfare of equines.  

TREW Buddy — In Care … continued 
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George Smith, owner of the seven horses and ponies in Cranbourne passed 
away in April.  TREW had been assisting with the care of the animals for the past 
year providing rugs, general care and advice to other agencies also involved.   
 
Upon George‟s passing, TREW had offered to take over the care for all the 
equines since becoming involved in this case, but custody of these animals was 
handed to another agency.   

TREW & PHHWV—Hay Donation Scheme 

Update — Cranbourne Horses 

Bronsen — Available for Adoption 
Bronsen is an aged grey Thoroughbred gelding looking for a retirement home as a companion.   
 
Bronsen is located in Kinglake.  He came to Dean Fox‟s attention when he was asked to trim the gelding‟s 
hooves.  They were in a bad way due to infected sand cracks that had split the hoof in two.  He had rain scald, 
which the owner did not know how to treat and had been scouring for most of the 4 years she had owned him.  As he 
was running in a 20 acre, lush green paddock he was not receiving any supplementary feeding.  
 
Bronsen was not a particularly happy boy when he arrived at his new home.  He was not nasty, rather a little 'stand-
offish'. His body was sore and any work was done on him gently.  Just treating his rain scald was a big job, though he 
was always good having his feet done.  Bronsen has an old injury on his near fore fetlock.  X-rays of this show that it 
is an old fracture which doesn't seem to bother him too much, but he has limited movement in that joint making him 
unsuitable for riding.  He also has a lump under his jaw (offside).  The dentist believed that it was probably caused by 
a blow to the side of the face, which also knocked out a couple of teeth. 
 
Bronsen responded quite quickly to everything that was done to him and has now blossomed into a loving boy who 
LOVES a scratch.  He has his moments, when he decides to hoon round the paddock like a 'bucking bronco', but on 
the whole he is a gentle, friendly boy.  Bronsen is an excellent doer.  He currently receives 1 scoop of oaten chaff 
(approximately 200g) which is split into 2 feeds, plus 1 slice of grass hay (also split into 2 feeds).  He is only getting 
this as the other horses on the property are getting fed and no one wants Bronsen to be left out.  
 
If you require more information about TREW‟s adoption guidelines, lease agreements or want to know more about 
Bronsen, please direct enquiries to equines@triplerequinewelfare.org.au          

Pictures available soon 
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Hay Donation Scheme… with Project Hope Horse Welfare Victoria 

As the damage caused by the Victorian Floods  came to light, TREW was contacted by PHHWV‟s President asking if 

both agencies could work together to assist people who have lost their horse feed due to the flooding throughout the 

state. 

 

The „Hay for Hungry Horses‟ project proved to be a success with over 130 horses assisted within the first 2 weeks since 

the projects inception. 

 

Hay has been sourced from generous donators across the state ranging from square bales to rolls of grass, oaten and 

lucerne hay.  Volunteers from both TREW and Project Hope have collected hay from Warragul, Modella, Tooradin, 

Merricks North, Moorabool and several other locations. 

 

To date, hay has been delivered to Charlton, Horsham and Kerang and the surrounding areas.   

 

Carrington's Saddlery Queensland Flood Effort 

Carrington's Saddlery was the first Victorian based group to pull together a relief effort to assist victims of the 

Queensland flooding.  They have arranged for transport company Startrack Express to ship donations to QLD. 

 

TREW was impressed by their efforts and offered to assist them in collecting and transporting donated goods to their 

drop off point at Petstock in Bendigo. 

 

Items were been collected from various areas throughout Victoria. TREW President Leigh delivered these items over a 

number of separate deliveries to Bendigo in his truck. 

 

Donations have included palletized feed, rugs, medical items, saddles, helmets, saddle blankets, halters and lead ropes 

in every shape, colour and style ever produced. 

 

TREW would like to especially thank the anonymous members from the Vic Horse Forum for their donation that filled the 

truck‟s tray up in one go. 

 

We would like to thank everyone who helped out during the 

Flood relief effort. 

Flood Relief 2011 
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In December TREW was contacted by a gentleman asking if we had any ponies 
available for adoption for a young family with a horse crazy young daughter.  It 
quickly became apparent that we had a very suitable candidate. Tommy, the 
miniature pony whose youth was annoying his aging paddock mate Mac.  A home 
for Tommy where he would be the centre of attention would be ideal would be 
ideal for the little spunk.   
 
With the lease agreement signed and sealed, it was decided that Tommy could 
be delivered to his new home on Christmas Day!   
 
All of Tommy‟s Christmases came at once when he spotted the hay bales stacked 
in the float to keep him occupied during his trip to Daylesford.  The hay served a 
second purpose, to keep the little pony from going walk-about within the float. 
 
Tommy floated and travelled like a pro.  
Arriving at his new home, Tommy was met by 
a very anxious 9 year old girl and her younger 
brother.  Tjana and Shannon showed Tommy 
around his new paddock, with the little white 
pony not hesitating when the children led him 
into a strange shed and blew bubbles around 
him. 
 
TREW has been in contact with the family 
since Tommy was delivered and everyone is 
delighted with Tommy.  He has settled in 
perfectly and Tjana is now riding Tommy 
completely unassisted and he has not put a 
hoof wrong. 
 
We could not ask for a better outcome!  

TREW Tommy—A Christmas Pony 

Horse & Country Saddlery and 3BO Radio — Bendigo 

Horse and Country saddlery on McIvor Road in Bendigo invited TREW to join them and 3BO at their shop on Saturday 
9
th 
of April.  Bendigo‟s local radio station, 3BO, was doing an outside broadcast from the shop that morning and a 

sausage sizzle was held as a fundraiser for TREW. 
 
TREW‟s Leigh and Jessie attended the event.  It was an enjoyable morning, made even better with the rain holding off 
until the trip homeward.  Leigh was invited to go on air and made his first radio appearance (a new career perhaps?).  
The day was finished with some shopping at the saddlery. 
 
Thank you to Horse and Country and 3BO for inviting us and for their support of TREW and the local horse community. 
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Bam is a 2 year old Thoroughbred gelding.  
 
He‟s quite small for a TB and we‟d be very surprised if he makes it to 
15hh. He is very intelligent and has very good movement for such a 
young horse. Bam is well handled and is relatively easy to CSF.  
 
Bam is very quick and nimble and would be suitable for anything from 
Dressage or Polo. 
 
Bam has already found a new home with TREW‟s dentist who fell in 
love upon meeting this spunky young gelding.  He floated well to his 
new home. 
 
We look forward to hearing about what the future holds for this young 
man. 

Introducing TREW Bam — Homed 

World Animal Day, 2010 
TREW attending the World Animal Day event hosted by Edgar‟s Mission Sanctuary on October 3, 2010.  This 

wonderful day promoted healthy living and free family fun with farm tours, games, speakers, animal friendly traders, 

tasty vegan BBQ and much more. 

  

Our stand looked fantastic, even if the wind did try to distribute our 

fliers until we could weigh them all down. TREW received a positive 

reception and partook in many discussions with visitors on topics 

ranging from „Basic Horse Maintenance‟ and „What to do if you see 

a neglected horse‟ to „Are bits evil?‟ 

 

The speakers were varied and interesting, each very passionate 

about animals and their treatment/care.  We enjoyed having the 

opportunity to meet several of TREW‟s members and supporters.    

Already looking forward to next year‟s event! 

Equitana, 2010 

Equitana has come and gone for another year.  While TREW did not have a 

stand due to the large overhead costs involved we took the chance to catch 

up with friends and renew old relationships.  

 

We were very pleased to be able to catch up with Ben Duncan from 

Horserail.  For those of you who remember, Horserail donated thousands of 

dollars worth of fencing material to the Black Saturday Relief Effort.   

 

Equitana was a good chance to have a meet and greet with some of our 

members which we all thoroughly enjoyed.   
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Some of our Supporters 

Advertise Here! 
With a growing membership base, why not advertise your business here, whilst also 

supporting TREW. 
 

 Advertising Rates:   Full page Members: $50   Non Members: $60 
     Half page Members: $30   Non Members: $40 
     Quarter page Members: $15  Non Members: $25 
 
Please contact TREW with details of your advertisement: equines@triplerequinewelfare.org.au 

The Last Word 

Thank You  

The members of the Committee would like to thank all 

of the TREW Members for their ongoing support and 

interest in equine welfare.  The rehabilitation of these 

horses would not be possible without the ongoing  

support and sponsorship from you.  

 

TREWôs Education Unit 

Over the last year TREW has been working on developing 

an Education Unit that we can take out to events.  As part of 

this project we are creating a series of Fact Sheets to help 

educate the community about horses and their care.   

We are looking for Members who are interested in being 

involved in the Fact Sheet Project.   

If you would like to offer your assistance, please contact 

equines@triplerequinewelfare.org.au 


